Comito looked at Theodora, leaned across,, and patted
her hand.

Theodora said, "Of course, the whole Consular elec-
tion is a blind. The real plot is to make Nicanor
Emperor/'

"You've guessed it," Theophanes said. "But there's
more to it than that, Hypatius is to be made Consul
first, that is, the Chief Magistrate, so that he may order
what they choose. Nicanor has been in Persia planning
this for a year. He's worked it all, so that the Army
has been moved from here. He expected that Tino
would be out of the way a month ago. Tino's staying-
on upset him rather. He thought he would get rid of
Tino at the meeting. But he doesn't regard Tino as
anything more than a law-student. Justo is the man he
wants to kill. He means to kill Justo with his own hands
and take an hour doing it."

"If he'd killed the Prince at the meeting, would he
have attacked the Palace?"

"No; they aren't ready yet. They would have looked
on Tino gone as just a stepping-stone on their way. The
northern chiefs, who are bringing down an army, have
not begun to march yet; and the western lords, who are
up for the Trade Mission, as they call it, and they're all
in the plot to a man, are still bargaining for rather more
place and power than Nicanor \vants to give. Nicanor
is a bit jealous of Kallimachus, or doesn't like him or
doesn't trust him. Kallimachus is the big dog among the
westerners and swings their vote."

Theodora saw now why Theophanes so loathed the
plot,

"In fact," she said, "it isn't an election at all, but
a plot by big business and possession to take all power
again."
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